Mays Music Ministries

House Concert Guide

-HOUS

- CONCERTS

A GUIDE TO CREATING AN UNFORGETTABLE MUSIC EVENT

Our goal: to create a unique, intimate worship experience where God is glorified
and rich memories and meaningful connections with your friends are made through music.

Please read the whole guide, even if you've hosted a house concert before.

What is “the house”?

The "house” is any space you
have access to, where everyone
in attendance can be seated
together for an entire,
uninterrupted hour-long concert.

How Do I Pick a
Date?

We'll work with you to find the
ideal time. Because weekends
are so busy, most house concerts
actually work best on
weeknights, as there is usually
less interference for a relatively
short, one-hour event.

How Many Do I
Invite?

Best results come with a target of
20-30 adults. Bear in mind that
only about half your invitees will
actually come, so you'll want to
make your invitation list
accordingly.

What about the kids?

Our own children are involved, so
we love kids! But we’ve also found
kids are easily distracted, so if you
invite families, we advise hiring a
babysitter to keep the kids in a
separate area from the concert.

Why a “house concert”?

House concerts are awesome opportunities not only to enjoy
some great music, but to create a worshipful experience and an
evangelistic opportunity in an intimate, welcoming, and
disarming way. One of the most important factors to accomplish
this logistically is to make sure everyone has an opportunity to sit
together, close to the performance area. Though tables are
convenient if you elect to serve snacks (or even a meal), they tend
to interfere with establishing rapport with the audience.
Remember, the goal here is to envelop people in God’s love with
music as a tool; we don’t want to create any barriers to whatever
the Spirit might do. Even chairs are optional—carpet seating is
fine, too! Also, if you’re planning to have the concert outside,
have a backup plan in case of bad weather.

The guest list

Invite your friends! Invite acquaintances! Invite family members!
But when you do, please stress this in whatever you say: “This is
a donation-based concert. Please come prepared to make
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If this looks like an experience
you'd like to pursue, there are a

few things we need to know at
least a month before we arrive:

7] What is your mailing address?

7] What is the space you're
thinking for the concert?
(inside your house, backyard,
etc.)

] Are you comfortable with a
donation-based event, or
would you like information on
paying a guaranteed
honorarium instead?

7] Do you think you'll be able to
get at least 20-30 adult
guests? About how many will
you expect?

] Can you arrange for childcare,
both for guests’ and for our
youngest ones?

] Please indicate dates the next
three months that you will be
unavailable to host, as well as
dates you would prefer. This
helps us in scheduling.

] Please give us your best email
and phone number so we can
keep in touch going forward.
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a donation to the artists at the end of the show.” This may
seem awkward, but not as much as everyone will feel if you pass a
plate and no one is ready to contribute!

The minimum number of attenders at a successful house concert
is between twenty and thirty adults. Fewer than twenty and the
atmosphere lacks excitement. In addition, a donation-based
concert needs at least twenty contributing adults to make the
evening financially viable for us. To achieve this number, the rule
of thumb is to invite at least twice the adults you are planning for.
So if 20 is your target, invite 40, and so forth.

Ask your invitees to RSVP. This helps you plan (both for space
and refreshments, if you choose), and underscores the importance
of their commitment.

The concert

We'll arrive at your venue an hour before guests to set up our
equipment—j3:30 p.m., for example. Guests should come an hour
before the performance (6:30) so we can all mingle. As the host,
you'll invite people to their seats about ten minutes before the
concert. At the beginning of the concert (7:30), you'll give the
audience a quick introduction of our family. The concert itself
will last about an hour, after which you’ll come back with a box or
basket to receive donations. After that (8:30), we all hang out a bit
more as the guests purchase some music, visit, or enjoy your
refreshments, before heading home.

Making “the pitch”

As the host, we rely on you to communicate to your guests that
this is what we do for a living, and to come prepared to
contribute in exchange for a night of quality entertainment. Your
donation announcement should go something like this:

“Thank you all for coming tonight. I know you enjoyed this as
much as I did. Please remember, this is a donation-based concert.
Your donations will directly benefit the Mays family and their
ministry, and will show our appreciation for this amazing
experience we’ve shared tonight. I'm leaving this vessel right here
and encouraging you to give generously. Thanks again!”

We're so excited to do this with you!

We'll be in touch with you soon about locking down a final date,
as well as making sure you have everything you need to help us
make this a once-in-a-lifetime experience. Please make this a
matter of prayer—God could use this in a powerful way!




